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customers include Michigan-based Elzinga 
& Hoeksema Greenhouses, Silver Thread 
Vineyard in Lodi, Seneca County, and 
Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club. 

The deal with Harris Seeds, however, 
expands Worm Power's retail customer 
base, including the home gardener. 

Richard Chamberlin, Harris Seeds' pres­
ident, said a recent survey of home gar­
deners showed that 70 percent of respon­
dents were either using organics or were 
interested in using them for gardening. 
Harris Seeds sells garden seeds, supplies 
and organic gardening solutions. 

"It's something we need to pay attention 
to," Chamberlin said, adding that because 
of the demand for organic products, work­
ing with Worm Power was "an easy deci­
sion to make." 

The fertilizer has been tested by re­
searchers at Cornell University as a plant 
growth and plant protection material. It 
also was tested at Harris, where manage­
ment was happy with the results. 

"It's organic and effective," Chamberlin 
said. "That appeals to a broad demographic." 

The region is a good fit for Worm Pow­
er, given the size of the local dairy indus­
try, Herlihy said. 

He has spent more than six years de­
veloping a patented earthworm compost­
ing system. The system includes the use 
of worm digesters, units 160 feet long by 
eight feet wide that each house 2 million 
earthworms working to convert the dairy 
manure into fertilizer. 
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Worm Power's staff feed an earthworm bed with compost. Beds are filled from the top, and finished Worm Power is skimmed from the bot­
tom after thorough earthworm processing. 

The company has been awarded eight in I-pound, 3-pound and IS-pound bags, a profit this year. 
federal and state research grants for its in shakers for house plants, and in shower Worm Power is an effective fertilizer 
developments in sustainable agriculture home~brew kits, which allow users to pour for anything that grows, including flow­
and efforts in microbiological research. it on plants as they might pour a cup oftea. ers, vegetables, fruit trees, shrubs, outdoor 

Solveig Hanson, Harris Seeds organic Retail prices range from $3.50 to $40.95. garden beds and delicate indoor plants, 
product manager, said offering the Worm Harris is selling the products on its web­ he said. Future plans include building the 
Power product to gardeners and garden site and through its mail-order catalogues product line, as Herlihy expects demand 
centers was a natural step; given recent and is working to get Worm Power in gar­ to continue growing. 
demand for organic products. den centers across the country. "It's nature's original fertilizer, straight 

"This takes it to the next level," she said. Herlihy did not disclose revenues for from the worms," he said.
 
Worm Power is sold for home garden use Worm Power but said the business turned adeckerl@rbj.net/ 585-546-8303
 




